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Agricultural input subsidies were a major feature of development
policies in rural economies until the 1980s. Continuing rural poverty
with low productivity and fertilizer use in smallholder staple crops
has led to their resurgence in Africa. These subsidies are, however,
controversial with claims of both large food security benefits and
unsustainable, inefficient resource use. This book reviews current theory
and evidence on the strengths and weaknesses of these programmes
and the effects of programme context, design, and implementation.
Theoretical arguments for agricultural subsidies are based on input
promotion where farmers’ private costs (benefits) are higher (lower)
than wider economic costs (benefits). These arguments, and concerns
about inefficiency and diversion, are reviewed and extended to consider
input affordability constraints and ‘smart’ rationing and targeting. Recent
programmes in Africa have a variety of generally producer-focused
objectives, with varied implementation and programme outcomes. Most
pay little attention to consumer interests and potential contributions
to wider growth. A detailed examination of Malawi’s controversial
agricultural input subsidy programme follows. Drawing on a wide range
of information sources, the political and agro-economic contexts of
the programme are examined, with evidence on its implementation
and impacts from 2005 to 2011. Positive impacts are recorded on
beneficiaries’ production, incomes, food consumption, school enrolment,
child health, and reduced need for earnings from undertaking casual
labour for others. There is evidence of indirect economy-wide impacts,
but this is not as strong as might be expected. Targeting and graduation
are identified as critically important issues requiring continuing attention.
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This book argues that the pseudonym, Dionysius the Areopagite,
and the influence of Paul together constitute the best interpretive
lens for understanding the Corpus Dionysiacum [CD]. This book
demonstrates how Paul in fact animates the entire corpus, that the
influence of Paul illuminates such central themes of the CD as hierarchy,
theurgy, deification, Christology, affirmation (kataphasis) and negation
(apophasis), dissimilar similarities, and unknowing. Most importantly,
Paul serves as a fulcrum for the expression of a new theological
anthropology, an “apophatic anthropology.” Dionysius figures Paul as the
premier apostolic witness to this apophatic anthropology, as the ecstatic
lover of the divine who confesses to the rupture of his self and the
indwelling of the divine in Gal 2:20: “it is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me.” Building on this notion of apophatic anthropology, the
book forwards an explanation for why this sixth‐century author chose to
write under an apostolic pseudonym. It argues that the very practice of
pseudonymous writing itself serves as an ecstatic devotional exercise
whereby the writer becomes split in two and thereby open to the
indwelling of the divine. Pseudonymity is on this interpretation integral
and internal to the aims of the wider mystical enterprise. Thus this book
aims to question the distinction between “theory” and “practice” by
demonstrating that negative theology—often figured as a speculative
and rarefied theory regarding the transcendence of God—is in fact best
understood as a kind of asceticism, a devotional practice aiming for the
total transformation of the Christian subject.
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This book examines the law, national and/or international, that arbitral
tribunals apply on the merits to settle disputes between foreign investors
and host states. In light of the freedom that the disputing parties
and the arbitrators have when designating the applicable law, and
because of the hybrid nature of legal relationship between investors
and states, there is significant interplay between the national and
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the international legal order in investor-state arbitration. The book
contains a comprehensive analysis of the relevant jurisprudence, legal
instruments, and scholarship surrounding arbitral practice with respect
to the application of national law and international law. It investigates
the awards in which tribunals referred to consistency between the legal
orders, and suggests alternatives to the traditional doctrines of monism
and dualism to explain the relationship between the national and the
international legal order. The book also addresses the territorialized or
internationalized nature of the tribunals; relevant choice-of-law rules and
methodologies; and the scope of the arbitration agreement, including
the possibility of host states presenting counterclaims in investment
treaty arbitration. Ultimately, it argues that in investor–state arbitration,
national and international law do not only coexist but may be applied
simultaneously; they are also interdependent, each complementing and
informing the other both indirectly and directly for a larger common
good: enforcement of rights and obligations regardless of their national
or international origin.
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The World Trade Organization (WTO) is often accused of, at best, not
paying enough attention to human rights or, at worst, facilitating and
perpetuating human rights abuses. This book weighs these criticisms
and examines their validity, incorporating legal arguments as well as
some economic and political science perspectives. After introducing the
respective WTO and human rights regimes, and discussing their legal
and normative relationship to each other, the book presents a detailed
analysis of the main human rights concerns relating to the WTO. These
include the alleged democratic deficit within the Organization and the
impact of WTO rules on the right to health, labour rights, the right to
food, and on questions of poverty and development. Given that some
of the most important issues within the WTO concern its impact on poor
people within developing States, the book asks whether rich States have
an obligation to the people of poorer States to construct a fairer trading
system that better facilitates the alleviation of poverty and development.
Against this background, the book examines the current Doha round
proposals as well as suggestions for reform of the WTO to make it more
‘human rights-friendly’.
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Governments play a major role in the development process, and
constantly introduce reforms and policies to achieve developmental
objectives. Many of these interventions have limited impact, however;
schools get built but kids don’t learn, IT systems are introduced but
not used, plans are written but not implemented. These achievement
deficiencies reveal gaps in capabilities, and weaknesses in the process
of building state capability. This book addresses these weaknesses and
gaps. It starts by providing evidence of the capability shortfalls that
currently exist in many countries, showing that many governments lack
basic capacities even after decades of reforms and capacity-building
efforts. The book then analyzes this evidence, identifying capability traps
that hold many governments back—particularly related to isomorphic
mimicry (where governments copy best practice solutions from other
countries that make them look more capable even if they are not more
capable) and premature load bearing (where governments adopt new
mechanisms that they cannot actually make work, given weak extant
capacities). The book then describes a process that governments can use
to escape these capability traps. Called PDIA (problem-driven iterative
adaptation), this process empowers people working in governments to
find and fit solutions to the problems they face. The discussion about this
process is structured in a practical manner so that readers can actually
apply tools and ideas to the capability challenges they face in their own
contexts. These applications will help readers devise policies and reforms
that have more impact than those of the past.
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This book is a study of the cultural and political history of Christian
Iraq, the Church of the East, the so–called ‘Nestorians’. This history is
seen through the Chronicle of Seert, a medieval Arabic Chronicle that
reuses sources written several centuries earlier. This monograph aims
to isolate different layers of composition and looks for trends in the
choice of material and the agenda of their historians. Each layer of the
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text provides insight into the social construction of ‘orthodox belief’ in
Iraq and the church as an institution. A central narrative is the growing
power of the bishops (catholicoi) of the Sasanian capital of Ctesiphon,
their apostolic heritage, and their alliance with the Persian shahs. The
monograph also considers the relationship of the catholicoi with monastic
and scholarly centres and with Christian communities of the West. In
each of these cases, the material that the Chronicle includes shows
us how independent historical traditions were annexed by a narrative
focused on Ctesiphon and its bishops. The monograph begins in the fifth
century, when a series of abortive alliances between church and shah
generated small-scale persecutions. It continues this story into the sixth
and early seventh, when the church witnessed considerable growth in
numbers and prestige. At each stage, we can see Christians rewriting
the past to accommodate a new political and social situation, turning
a murky past into a glorious golden age. The book concludes with a
final chapter on the church under Muslim rule, when the Chronicle was
compiled.
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The Global Financial Crisis (GFC) is the most serious economic crisis since
the Great Depression. Many books have explored its causes, but this
book systematically explores its consequences. The focus is primarily
on the policy and political consequences of the GFC. This book asks
how governments responded to the challenge and what the political
consequences of the combination of the GFC itself and policy responses
to it have been. Based on workshops held in the United States and the
United Kingdom, it brings together leading academics to consider the
divergent ways in which particular countries have responded in different
ways to the crisis, including China, France, the United Kingdom, and the
United States. Part of what is happening is a structural shift in economic
power from east to west, but China has its fragilities while Germany
offers an example of a largely successful Western model. The book
also assesses attempts to develop global economic governance and
to reform financial regulation and looks critically at the role of credit
rating agencies. Unlike earlier crises, no new paradigm has emerged
to challenge existing ways of thinking, meaning that neoliberalism
has emerged relatively unscathed. The crisis has lacked a coherent
and innovative intellectual response and has been characterized by
remarkable policy stability.
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The concepts of cultural diversity and cultural identity are at the
forefront of the political debate in many western societies. In Europe,
the discussion is stimulated by the political pressures associated with
immigration flows, which are increasing in many European countries.
The imperatives that current immigration trends impose on European
democracies bring to light a number of issues that need to be addressed.
What are the patterns and dynamics of cultural integration? How do they
differ across immigrants of different ethnic groups and religious faiths?
How do they differ across host societies? What are the implications and
consequences for market outcomes and public policy? Which kind of
institutional contexts are more or less likely to accommodate the cultural
integration of immigrants? All these questions are crucial for policy
makers and await answers. This book aims to provide a stepping stone to
the debate. Taking an economic perspective, this edited book presents
a current, comparative picture of the process of cultural integration of
immigrants across Europe. It documents the main economic debates on
the causes and consequences of cultural integration of immigrants, and
provides detailed descriptions of the cultural and economic integration
process in seven main European countries, including France, Germany,
Italy, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. It also
compares the European context with the integration of immigrants in the
United States.
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Economic losses from disasters are now reaching an average of US
$250–$300 billion a year. In the last 20 years, more than 530,000
people died as a direct result of extreme weather events; millions more
were seriously injured. Most of the deaths and serious injuries were in
developing countries. Meanwhile, highly infectious diseases will continue
to emerge or re-emerge, and natural hazards will not disappear. But
these extreme events do not need to turn into large-scale disasters.
Better and faster responses are possible. The authors contend that even
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though there is much generosity in the world to support the responses
to and recovery from natural disasters, the current funding model, based
on mobilizing financial resources after disasters take place, is flawed
and makes responses late, fragmented, unreliable, and poorly targeted,
while providing poor incentives for preparedness or risk reduction. The
way forward centres around reforming the funding model for disasters,
moving towards plans with simple rules for early action and that are
locked in before disasters through credible funding strategies—all while
resisting the allure of post-disaster discretionary funding and the threat
it poses for those seeking to ensure that disasters have a less severe
impact.
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This book is the first targeted work in the legal literature that
investigates environmental challenges in the aftermath of conflict. The
volume brings together academics, policy-makers, and practitioners from
different disciplines to clarify policies and practices of environmental
protection and key legal considerations related to normative frameworks
(e.g. international environmental law, international humanitarian law,
transitional justice, and human rights), the treatment of substantive
principles (e.g. proportionality under jus in bello and jus post bellum,
environmental integrity), ‘shared responsibility’, and accountability
mechanisms for environmental damage. By providing a comprehensive
and in-depth analysis of environmental protection and natural resource
management during the transition to peace, the volume reveals strong
links between the peace-orientation of jus post bellum and environmental
principles, such as intergenerational equity and precaution. There is a
great deal of work to do to ensure greater protection of the environment
before, during, and after conflict. It remains a challenge to align
protection with the political interest of states, and the increasing
involvement of non-state actors in armed conflict. This volume marks
a starting point for an urgently needed space for states, international
organizations, and civil society to discuss, and debate conflict and the
environment. By engaging with the International Law Commission’s
2016 Draft Principles on the Protection of the Environment in Relation to
Armed Conflicts, the volume adds clarity to the law and momentum to
the development of the law in this important area.
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